Short History of the Coshocton Public Library
The first libraries in the city of Coshocton were in private homes until the 1870s when the Coshocton Library Association was former in 1872. Membership fees of $5.00 were charged for a gentleman and $3.00 for a lady to use to build and maintain a collection of two hundred books and twenty periodicals. The collection was housed on Main Street near the Fifth Street railroad depot.

A group of women called the Blue Stocking club raised money to buy a collection of books by offering lecture courses for a small fee. Their books were housed in the third story of the Shaw Building and were available to club members and their friends. When some lectures by controversial speakers provoked disfavor, the books became part of a new collection operated by the Women’s Christian Temperance Union and the YMCA located in the Lee Building on Main Street. In 1895, the city library was relocated to the Nichols building and Mary E. Skinner was appointed the librarian from 1891 to 1898.

The Coshocton Free School Library Association, located on the corner of Main and Fourth Streets, was formed in 1898 and supported by the board of Education and several women’s clubs. John S. Beall was appointed librarian from 1898 to 1899.

Mr. Joseph Love was the librarian from 1899 until 1915. He rebound worn books to save the library money and cataloged the collection using the Dewy Decimal system. The budget was $1200.00 per year and by 1903, the library has a collection of approximately 4000 books.

The president of the Library Association, Frank E. Pomerene, contacted Andrew Carnegie, to ask if he would be interested in giving Coshocton a library building. After much discussion, the lot on the corner of Chestnut and Fourth Streets was purchased for the project for $2400.00.
Mr. Carnegie gave $15,000.00 to build the Carnegie Library and gave an additional $2000.00 to furnish it when one of his representatives saw the new building and was extremely pleased. Coshocton’s public library was the one thousandth library funded by Andrew Carnegie.

The new Carnegie Library was dedicated on May 5, 1904. The books and equipment of the Free School Library Association were turned over to the new library. The library board was appointed by the mayor. “Businessmen’s Excursions” to Buckeye Lake and Myers Lake by train raised funds to buy books and local taxes provided the funds to maintain the building and pay the staff. The new library circulated 24,033 books in the first year and served as a meeting place for many clubs.

Eleanor Olney was the library director from 1915-1918 and her sister-in-law, Clara B. Olney assumed the directorship from 1918 until 1931. In 1924, the city school district became the library’s governing body and the financial base was expanded now based on real estate taxes.
Margaret Sahling became the director in 1931 and served until 1969. Miss Sahling established stations, or deposit collections at various points throughout the county expanding library services, in 1936, a permanent branch library was established in the village of West Lafayette in the basement of the Main Street School. In 1946, the branch was moved to a store front on Main Street, remaining there until 1991. The present location is in a renovated building located at 601 East Main Street.

An addition to the growing Coshocton Public Library and after a study, it was recommended to build a new library at a new site. Property was purchased and a building contract was awarded, but the bond issue was voted down by Coshocton Residents.

A renovation was then planned for the Carnegie building in 1963. New doors and restrooms, and a mezzanine were among the improvements. An endowment from the will of Adolph golden established a building fund for the library in 1964.

Kenneth Tewell became the director in 1969. In 1970, the library board received the deed to the old post office located at Main and Seventh Streets through the Surplus Property Utilization Division of the HEW. Government grants and bequests from the estates of Frank E. and Mary W. Pomerene, Adolph Golden, Gayle Ingraham Smith, and others funded the renovation of the building. The new library opened August 26, 1974.

Susan Anderson became the director in 1978 following Mr. Tewell’s resignation. A new addition and renovation project was planned and funded by the Library Services and Construction Act Grant, local bequests and the intangibles tax. An open house for the new addition was held on May 21, 1988. The children’s room and the office addition allowed for expansion of the library’s collections.

Ann Miller became the director in 1989. An interior renovation of the library in 1995 resulted in more space for books and materials, better accessibility, and space for the online public access catalogs. Internet access, a new bookmobile, a reading deck, expanded parking, and increased programming to teens and senior adults are some of the improvements implemented under Mrs. Miller’s leadership.

The library adopted an automated circulation system in 1981 that was used to check library items in and check them out and to maintain patron records. Overdue notices were generated by the computer system eliminating time-consuming clerical work. New patron cards were issued with zebra bar codes.

In 1995, the library said “good bye” to the card catalog and to date due cards and adopted a new computerized indexing and circulation system. At that time the library’s automated catalog opened up access to the collections of six other libraries in the area.
In 1996 the Ohio Public Library Information Network provided all 250 Ohio public libraries with Internet Access. The main library now has eleven public access computers and the West Lafayette Branch has three computers devoted to Internet access.

The current automated circulation and cataloging system connects the main library and the branch with 156 libraries throughout the state expanding the items available to patrons from a little more than 100,000 locally to six million items.
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